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Thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that you are with us. We pray that 

the Word of God you hear will strengthen your faith and increase your love for the Lord! Please 

fill out a “Welcome to Worship” card (found in the hymnal racks) and place it in an offering 

plate, located near the sanctuary doors, as you leave worship. If you are a guest, know that we 

are thankful you have joined us and hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

To prepare for worship, read through the service focus and the Scripture readings. Ponder the 

words of the Psalm of the Day. Spend time in prayer, using the prayers on the inside cover of 

the hymnal or on pages 255-258. For those intending to receive the Lord’s Supper, read through 

the “Christian Questions” on pages 295-296. Consider reading through portions of the Small 

Catechism on pages 286-293. 

 

 

By rising from the dead, Jesus not only saved us from eternal death in hell, but he won for us an 

eternity in paradise. What shall we do to thank him? This week we see that Jesus asks for just 

one thing—love. He asks us, in every interaction we have with others, to demonstrate the same 

selfless love that he has shown to us. And not only does Jesus ask us to show love; he also 

empowers us to show love. The same divine power which raised Jesus from the dead now raises 

us up to a new and better life, enabling us to set aside our natural selfishness and self-

glorification and instead live in a more excellent way. Like Christ, we strive to do everything for 

the benefit of others. Because he lives, we live lives of lavish love. 
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In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



 

 

 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

Let us pray. 

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you 

command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, our hearts 

may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 
1The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received 

the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him 
3and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 

4Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5“I was in the city of Joppa 

praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from 

heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. 6I looked into it and saw four-

footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. 7Then I heard a voice telling me, 

‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 
8“I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 
9“The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has 

made clean.’ 10This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again. 
11“Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house 

where I was staying. 12The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six 

brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen an 

angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 14He will bring 

you a message through which you and all your household will be saved.’ 
15“As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the 

beginning. 16Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you 



 

will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who 

believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s way?” 
18When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So then, 

even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 
  

Great is the LORD and most wor- / thy of praise; 

   his greatness no one can / fathom. 

One generation commends your works to an- / other; 

   they tell of your / mighty acts. 

The LORD upholds / all who fall 

   and lifts up all who are / bowed down.    Refrain 

  

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the / proper time. 

   You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every / living thing. 

The LORD is near to all who / call on him, 

   to all who call on / him in truth. 

He fulfills the desires of those who / fear him; 

   he hears their cry and / saves them. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 



 

 
1If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding 

gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 
3If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not 

have love, I gain nothing. 
4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It does not 

dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 
6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres. 
8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, 

they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know in part and we 

prophesy in part, 10but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11When I was a 

child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, 

I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then 

we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 31When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in 

him. 32If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 

 33“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told 

the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 

 34“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 

one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 



 

 

Loving Father, your Son Jesus has given us the command to love one another. Put your love in 

our hearts that we may reflect to others what you have given us. 

We will exalt you, our God the King; we will praise your name for ever and ever. 

  

Move us to imitate you as dearly loved children and to love without favoritism and without 

hesitation. 

We will exalt you, our God the King; we will praise your name for ever and ever. 

  

You granted repentance and life to the Gentiles. Expand your kingdom through the preaching 

of the love of Christ that more may know, accept, trust and reflect his love as lights in this dark 

world. 

We will exalt you, our God the King; we will praise your name for ever and ever. 

  

Give guidance to the President of the United States, the governor of this state, and all local 

officials and authorities who govern, protect and serve us. Give them wisdom and courage to 

maintain order for the good of all.  

We will exalt you, our God the King; we will praise your name for ever and ever. 

  

Guard and strengthen those who protect and serve us, police, firefighters, first responders and 

others who help in disaster and need. Lighten the special burdens they carry and give them joy 

in serving others. 

We will exalt you, our God the King; we will praise your name for ever and ever. 

  

When we see others in trouble, need, or pain, move our hearts to compassion and our hands to 

service. Have mercy on those who suffer hardships. Make us instruments of your grace and 

love. 

We will exalt you, our God the King; we will praise your name for ever and ever. 

  

Almighty God, grant us a steadfast faith in Jesus Christ, a cheerful hope in your mercy and a 

sincere love for you and for one another; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you showed the depth of your love by laying down your life. Teach us, that 

we may imitate your never-failing love, and grow in faith, wisdom and action, and display our 

faith and hope by our love; you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Christ is risen!  

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


